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ara some subjects of which

one grows weary after years of In-

effectual efTort; yet usually such are of
the diameter that weariness cannot be
tulemted.

Take for Instance the Lbs Vegas
grant. This subject bas been dis-

cussed by Tiik Optic, during ttie last
fifteen years, through hundreds of
colunias of editorials and from CTery
conceivable point of view. There have
been line upon Hue and precept upon
precept, argument, exhortation, con-
troversy, pleading and platitudes. If
anything bas remained unsaid, It has
been because neither editors, claim-

ants, coi respondents, lawyers, survey,
ors, nor the people at large could think
of the thing unsaid.

Vet the grant question has not been
settled. It still bang upon the wheels
of Las Vegas progress, retarding ad-

vance and neutralizing natural advan-
tages. Had there never been a I jl
Vegas grant, or bad it been settled
years ago, the dual city would now be
In the strength of young manhood in
steal of in condition of promising
childhood. Nor can hope be had of
full fruition, of actual possession of
undeniable possibilities, until this con-

stantly Increasing damage be removed
out of the way.

Hence, though nothing new can be
said upon the subject, the people and
the press of Las Vegas cannot give it
pausa. They cannot cant it behind
them, remove it from their thoughts,
or in any way treat it as a thing that
has been. It is the al ways-preHe- issue,
the ever unavoidable hindrance to our
succeHBf'Hly achieving the destiny
nature has designed for ns. And as the
old Koroan wound up all
hi speeches regardless of the
the tople he was discussing, with
''Caithage roust be destroyed;'1 so
should Las Vegas people and papers
never cease to declare that "the grant
must lx settled!"

It may be said for eur encourage-
ment that the prospects of early settle,
meat are better now than ever before.
Hut tor the very remarkable decision
of the United Mate supreme court,
dismissing land suits because of
change in the person of the Secretary
of the Interior, this ease had doubtless
already been retired to the limbo of
settled contentions. Al it Is, the case
was taken up anew, and hts been
preyed with romarkalilo vtgur and
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success. It now remains for the peo-
ple of this city to come forw ard at
once and contribute the uecensary
funds to push the hearing to an Im-

mediate lonrluslon. Of course, a
great law suit cannot be carried on
without money, and no one can be ex-

pected to contribute but those who
gain the benefit of the settlement.

No one can deny that every man,
woman and child, in all Las Vegas, is
personally and permanently Interested
in the settlement of this case. Not in
any particular settlement, for theu
there might be clashing of contending
Interests. What is demanded is the
settlement of the grant la so far that
the United States shall step down and
out, conveying the grant to some kind
or character of owner. When this
shall have been done, then tbe courts
of the Territory can speedily and finally
determine the weight of conflicting
claims. In the present status no one
owns the grant, and no one can own it
or any part of it. Thus Las Vegas is
virtually situated about the eenter of a
500,000 acre tract of desert desert
made by law despite everything which
nature has done to make it garden.

The settlement of the grant question
means tbe greatest possible change in
this particular. It means an locreate
or agricultural population, stimulating
every town Interest and bringing pros-
perity heretofore unheard of. Is not
this worth striving for? Cannot the
whole community come together ai.il
act promptly and liberally Andean-nu- t

this be done at once ( Let the
p.ople reply.
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A. J. Crawford, who la feeding sheep
at tbe sugar factory. bruugst in a bunch
of about 1,(100 last week from his ranch
and now has them on alfalfa and beet
pulp. This make about 2K) sheep in
the corrals near tbe factory, presenting
quite an lndustrlous;apparance. The
sheep will lamb there, the season bar-
ing already commenced. Mr. Crawford
also received by express four pure-bre- d

Cotswolds from Canada one buck and
three ewes. The buck weighs over 2U)
pounds and his wool measures over a
f'H)t in length. (Sheared soon after his
arrival here, the llueca weighed nine
teen pounds, lie expects to greatly
Improve the grade of bis berd by this
addition. The sheep being fed on al-

falfa and pulp continue to show the
good ettects of the diet. They are tak.
lug on weight repidly,

When Want Anything Think llfeld'a

ILFELD'S THE
PLAZA

Las Vfgas, N. M

W.

V tt

ú JK..a mvt

A

Tear.

You of

sells

(WHOLESALE

Everyiii
Tho Liggi Ht atoro of tlio kind in tho
Territory is now filletl completely with
gieat avtortinents every department.

Dry Goods, Millinery, Clothing, Hats, Shoes,
Carpets. Furniture, Crockery,

Hardware, Stoves. Tinware, Implements,
Bain Wagons, Ranch Supplies

Always ua when In town.
Bend ua your mall ordara.

Ajjciit for Uuttcrick Patterns and 'Delineator'

FIRST NATIONAL BANK,
Laa Vegas, New Mexico.

JOflHCA ItAYNOLI)S,

J. ZOLLAKS,

A. H. Smith,

RETAIL.)

. President. '

President.
Cashier.

Interest Paid on Time Deposit- s.-
Depository Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Rail-roa- d

Special Attpntion Given New Mexico Collections.
of Bunk In Vmm Mailro.

J. 7VY. H9RNHNDGZ,
í Iyive Stock Broker,

Will sell and buy Cattle, Sheep, Horses.
CorrMpoarfoana Hollciltod. P. O. Rol 17. I.aa Vu, N. M.

"SANTA FE ROUTE."
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Atlantis A ParlDo K. K.
Boulhara California Ky.

THROUOHISLEEPINQ CAB SERVICE TO

Chicago, City or Mexico, Los Angeles, San Diego anil San Francisco

at to GALVESTON aad tha principal polntala Tela.
r. H. BOIOHTON, W. i. BLACK,

aiiuiLiiin, JEl Pao,Ti. O. P. 4 T. A(t.,Topka, Knu.
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brk. Lit Improved stink car riuimQt. fur rat, lull luforuiatlua and
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